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and deliuerie vnto me: albeit they promise, and say they will do it
euery day."1 In 1614 the Bodleian Curators noticed an appreci-
able lessening in the deliver}' of books from the Company. At
the Visitation at Oxford on 10 November 1614, therefore, "Com-
plaint was made that the London Stationers had already begun
to fail in the fulfilment of their agreement.*'2 Investigation proved
that the delay in supplying the copies was due to the negligence
of the Company's Beadle, to whom the Curators were paying
six shillings and eightpence quarterly to deliver the copies due to
them by the Agreement. The Curators thereupon requested
that the duty should not be entrusted to this particular Beadle
any longer.3
By 1630 the delivery of copies to the Bodleian had diminished
so considerably that a resourceful appeal was made to William
Laud4 as Chancellor of the University. Laud had a keen interest
in the affairs of the Bodleian, and great was his power in that
terrible council known as the Star Chamber. He therefore used
his influence to get an official recognition of the promise of aid
made by the Ecclesiastical Council to Bodley and the Stationers'
Hall officials in 1611,5 That his efforts were successful is evident
by the wording of clause XXXIII of the famous Star Chamber
Decree of 11 July 1637. This clause stated that one copy of every
new book or reprint with addition^ henceforth published had to
be delivered to Stationers* Hall before any sale of the work took
place, the copy afterwards being required to be sent to the
Bodleian Library for preservation there. The penalty for non-
compliance by any printer was to be imprisonment and a heavy
fine.8
Thus the Agreement for the first time gained a temporary
legal footing, with a formidable penalty for non-compliance. The
triumph was but short-lived however. Three years later an act
for the abolition of the Star Chamber7 was passed reluctantly by
Charles L Legal protection for the Agreement virtually ceased
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